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July 24, 2013
DRAFT
Filed via Electronic Submittal (E-File) 

Honorable Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC  20426

SUBJECT:
Yuba River Development Project

FERC Project No. 2246-058 - California
Study 3.8, Stream Fish Populations Upstream of Englebright Reservoir, and 
Study 3.11, Entrainment
Dear Secretary Bose:

On September 30, 2011, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) issued a Study Plan Determination for the Yuba County Water Agency’s (YCWA) relicensing of its Yuba River Development Project, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Project Number 2246 (Project).
The Determination included Study 3.8, Stream Fish Populations Upstream of Englebright Reservoir, and Study 3.11, Entrainment.  Study 3.11 was subsequently modified by FERC on May 14, 2012 and March 29, 2013.  The two studies are ongoing, with fieldwork continuing into fall 2013.
While Study 3.8 does not include any study-specific consultation requirements and the study-specific consultation required in Study 3.11 has been addressed, YCWA and Relicensing Participants consulted regarding these two ongoing studies on June 28, 2013, and collaboratively agreed on the following additional work:
· Study 3.8, Stream Fish Populations Above Englebright Dam
· During the scheduled September 2013 stream fish sampling, YCWA will:
· Collect scale samples from any fish over 200 millimeters in length, read the scales and use the data when estimating age classes of fish collected in 2013 in the final technical memorandum.

· Note on field data sheets any abnormalities in fish morphology or physical condition, including parasites, and report the information in the final technical memorandum.

· As allowed by field logistics, verbally note oddities perceived by field staff during recorded snorkel sampling. 

· For the sampling sites upstream of Our House and Log Cabin diversion dams, using a handheld PIT tag scanner determine if any collected fish were tagged for Study 3.11 in 2012, and report the information in the final technical memorandum.   

· In the final technical memorandum, YCWA will compare the 2012 and 2013 field sampling efforts.
· Study 3.11, Entrainment
· In the final technical memorandum, YCWA will:
· Include a table of the complete set of detections with meristic information.

· Include a section describing any unique or otherwise unanticipated behavior or fish detections.

YCWA reviewed this letter with Relicensing Participants at a meeting on July 24, 2014, and understands that the following Relicensing Participants agree with this additional work:  [Amy – To be completed after the meeting.  I think the list includes at least FS, USFWS, CDFW and SWRCB.  Sound right?  JML 7/17]    
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me. 

Sincerely,

YUBA COUNTY WATER AGENCY

Curt Aikens

General Manager
cc:

Alan Mitchnick – FERC DC



Ken Hogan – FERC DC

Relicensing Participants on YCWA’s Yuba River Development Project’s Relicensing E-Mail Contact List (via e-mail)
